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Maximizing Impact on 
Student Success at Savannah State: 

It Takes the Whole Village! 









Vision 

ΧōŜŎƻƳŜ the ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΧǿƘŜǊŜ students maximize their 
potential in a nurturing environment that embraces social 

and intellectual diversity.The university will create an 
efficient, student-centered culture, responsive to the needs 
of its stakeholders, supportive of ideals and ethical verities, 

and loyal to its rich legacy and heritage



Mission 

Savannah State University, the oldest public historically 
black university in the State of Georgia, develops 

productive members of a global society through high 
quality instruction, scholarship, research, service and 

community involvement.The University fosters engaged 
learning and personal growth in a student-centered 
environment that celebrates the African American 
legacywhile nurturing a diverse student ōƻŘȅΧ



Are HBCUs Still Relevant?HOW



Are HBCUs Still Relevant?*HOW
ÅHBCUs are still havens for the disadvantaged

ÅHBCUs make college more affordable

ÅHBCUs serve the community

ÅHBCUs are blazing STEM trails

ÅHBCUs create a supportive and nurturing 
learning environment

http://www.theedadvocate.org/5-reasons-hbcus-are-still-relevant/



My personal connection to HBCUs
spans FIVE generations!

Leland College
Southern University & A&M College

Howard University
Alabama A & M University
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Who is in the SSU Village? 



SavannahState University is a 
Teaching and Learning Ecosystem

A system formed by the interaction of a community
of organisms with their environment*

Ecosystem

Teaching and Learning Ecosystem

An academicsystemformed by the interaction of 
a community of students, faculty, staff and 
administrators within their campus environment

*Dictionary.com



The SSU Ecosystem:
SAVANNAH SMART

Seriously Impressive!



BUT, SSU can do better!

And SSU will rise to the challenge!
http://www.collegefactual.com/colleges/savannah-state-university/academic-
life/graduation-and-retention/



How Can SSU Increase the Numbers?
By Improving the Wellness of SSU Students

http://www.livewellwithmel.com/7-dimensions-wellness/



Seven Dimensions of Wellness*

ÁEmotional 

ÁSpiritual

ÁEnvironmental

ÁPhysical

ÁSocial

ÁIntellectual

ÁOccupational

*http ://wellness.ucr.edu/seven_dimensions.html



Emotional Wellness

The ability tounderstand ourselves and 
cope with the challenges life can bring. 
The ability to acknowledge and share 
feelings of anger, fear, sadness or stress; 
hope, love, joy and happiness in a 
productive manner contributes to our 
Emotional Wellness.



Who primarily addresses Emotional Wellness 
in the Savannah State Univ Community?



Spiritual Wellness

The ability to establish peace and 
harmony in our lives. The ability to 
develop congruency between values and 
actions and to realize a common purpose 
that binds creation together contributes 
to our Spiritual Wellness.



Who primarily addresses Spiritual Wellness 
in the Savannah State University Community?

Religious Organizations 
Commissioned 2 Love

Wesley Fellowship



Environmental Wellness

The ability to recognize our own 
responsibility for the quality of the air, the 
water and the land that surrounds us. The 
ability to make a positive impact on the 
quality of our environment, be it our 
homes, our communities or our planet 
contributes to our Environmental Wellness.



Who primarily addresses Environmental 
Wellness in the SSU Community?


