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MISSION STATEMENT

 The department’s mission is to develop productive students in a global 
society, prepared for careers in mass communications, and to increase cultural 
diversity in professional media.  The department fosters engaged learning 
and professional growth through high quality instruction, scholarship, 
research, service, and prepares students to perform at high levels of excellence 
in mass media professions and post graduate studies in the 21st century.

The department intends for students to:
 
•Understand diversity in a domestic society.
•Understand diversity in a global society.
•Understand the historical, theoretical, and applied aspects of their chosen   
  mass media concentration.
•Acquire technical and applied mastery in one or more of the department’s        
  areas of concentration- online journalism, audio/video production, and     
  public relations & advertising.
•Internalize the university’s and department’s core curriculum to provide       
  them with a well-rounded education based on the liberal arts with   
  electives and minors outside their mass communications majors.
•Assist students in developing a broad interdisciplinary liberal arts   
  perspective inclusive of literature, art, film, philosophy, African American   
  studies, music, and history.
•Respect and practice freedom of expression, fairness, truth, and ethical   
  standards of professional media.
•Understand and implement technologies associated with multi-platform        
  media in a converged media educational environment to include all forms  
  of social media applications as they apply to professional media.

Accreditation

In addition to the University of Georgia, Savannah State University’s 
Department of Mass Communications is the only program in the State of 
Georgia that is accredited by the Accrediting Council on Education in 
Journalism and Mass Communication (ACEJMC).  The department has 
been accredited since 2007, and was reaccredited in 2013.

Majors:
 

The Department of Mass 
Communications offers the 

following areas of concentration 
leading to a bachelor of arts degree 

in mass communications:

Online Journalism
Audio/Video Production

Public Relations & Advertising

Organizations 
& Activities

Mass  communications majors may 
join the Mass 

Communications Student 
Association, the Savannah State 

University Chapter of  the National 
Association of Black Journalists, 

and the SSU Chapter of  the Public 
Relations Student Society of 

America. Students may also work 
on the staffs of the Tiger’s Roar 

newspaper, Tiger’s Roar 
online edition, WSSU-TV, Channel 
96, or the Estuary, the university’s 
literary magazine.  Students may 
also volunteer at the university’s 

6000-watt educational radio station, 
WHCJ-FM 90.3, and WSSU-FM 
104.1.  The university has more 

than 60 student organizations that 
are available for extra-curricular 

activities and opportunities, 
including sororities and 

fraternities.

The department also sponsors the 
annual Southern Regional Press 
Institute, a two-day mass media 

conference that provides training 
and career preparation for future 

media professionals.

More at
www.savannahstate.edu
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Dear Mass Communications Family,

When I left the daily newspaper business last 
year and came to Savannah State University as chair of 
the Department of Mass Communications, friends and 
colleagues who knew something about the academy warned 
me that – after four decades in daily journalism -- it might be 
difficult to get used to the pace of university life.

 
“Things move very slowly,” one of them said. 

“Decisions don’t come quickly, said another. “Don’t you 
think you will miss daily journalism?”

Not a chance. It’s not that I don’t miss being in the 
thick of things when big news breaks. I’ve had my moments 
in the past few months. But the opportunity to work with the 
dedicated faculty and staff and the students in this program 
have far outweighed any hesitancy I might have anticipated 
about moving to the academy.

This first year as chair has been a whirlwind of 
activity. Just a few weeks after my first meeting with Dr. 
Bob Smith, dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Social 
Sciences, I gave him a written statement of what I called 
my vision for the department. I wanted to set the tone for 
the department and also hold myself accountable for making 
progress. 

The points, developed from my observations and 
conversations with each member of the mass communications 
faculty and staff, include raising the profile of our program 
locally, regionally and nationally; relocating to a larger 
facility that can accommodate our growth; improving student 
engagement in the department and in the community, and 
expanding the range of courses and increasing support for 
faculty development. I am happy to say that we are well on 
our way to achieving all of these goals – and more.

I enjoy chronicling some of our departmental 
accomplishments in a blog to the mass communications 
community of students, faculty and staff. It is important to 
celebrate and inspire through this venue, and I invite each of 
you to go online and follow our progress at this link: http://
ssumasscommtoday.blogspot.com/ 

Wanda Lloyd, Chair and Associate Professor 
Department of Mass Communications 

A whirlwind first year 
as department chair
Students, faculty, staff  
participate in new 
programs; expansions 
on the horizon

Wanda S. Lloyd
@MGMeditor on Twitter 
www.wandalloyd.com

4 | The Mass Connection
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Reginald Franklin’s association with the Curtis 
V. Cooper Primary Health Care Center has deep roots.
  
 The Center is named in memory of  the late 
Curtis V. Cooper, who is credited with having revamped 
accessible health care for  Savannah’s poor. Cooper 
also served as the president of the Savannah Branch of 
the NAACP.  

His ties to  Franklin’s family were so tightly 
knit  Franklin  grew up calling him “Uncle Curtis.”

Cooper, an alum of Savannah State, obtained 
a grant in 1972 that  established a  health center on 
the city’s west side for  poor and  indigent patients.  
The center evolved, under his leadership as executive 
director,  into a major comprehensive health facility, the 
Westside-Urban Health Center.

Mass communications students form production team for Emmy 
Award  winning  television  producer Brian Williams of  BWTV

Although Cooper died in 2000,  Franklin, 
an associate professor in the Department of Mass 
Communications,  is very much involved in the work 
that  his mentor started by serving as a member of the 
Center’s board of directors.

His connection to the Center was the catalyst for 
the Department of Mass Communications’ participation 
in  the Canyon Ranch Project, a $300,000 health 
initiative sponsored by  community leaders Charles H. 
and Rosalie  Morris.

 The project is a three-year partnership offered in  
Savannah through Connect Savannah and the Morrises, 
the Curtis V. Cooper Primary Health Care Center and 
the Canyon Ranch Institute Life Enhancement Program. 

The Canyon Ranch Institute is based on 
integrative health approaches that address physical 

Professor Reginald Franklin seizes 
opportunity for broadcast students 

through Canyon Ranch Project

Latasha Wright and Jessica Coard check audio before filming. 
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activity, nutrition, behavior change, stress management 
and social support. Out of concern for the health 
challenges faced by some of   Savannah’s citizens, the 
Morrises invited the CRI to team up with organizations 
in the community.

During the three-years, CRI LEP will work 
with 100 Savannah participants who will learn how 
to live healthier and prevent diseases. The initial  20 
participants were chosen from the Curtis V. Cooper 
Primary Health Care Center and there is no cost for 
the services, some of which include personal trainers,  
nutritionists, free gym memberships and yoga classes.

The classes are held at the Curtis V. Cooper  
Primary Health Care Center  and at the Charles H. 
Morris Center at historic Trustees’ Garden. 

“Brian Williams (of Brian Williams TV),  had 
an idea in mind---he would produce a documentary 
pilot project with a reality show concept, and he needed 
personnel to shoot the project,” Franklin said.  

Williams came to me after one of our board 
meetings and proposed that our students work on the 
project, Franklin said. 

“I talked to my chair, Wanda Lloyd, we had a 
meeting of the minds with the Canyon Ranch people  
and  the partnership between the Department of Mass 
Communications, Canyon Ranch and Brian Williams 
TV was born,” he said. 

SSU’s mass communications students would 
form the crew for the 20-30 minute pilot documentary. 
When completed, Williams would shop around 
for network   funding for  a full-length television 
documentary, or TV Show. Shooting for the wellness 
project would begin in March, 2014 and the students 
would follow five subjects.

Lloyd cemented the partnership, securing 
stipends and internships for the students who would 
serve as members of the production crew.

“Charles Morris generously supported this 
partnership by sending us a donation that will primarily 
be used for stipends for the six students who are on 
the main crew for the production,” Lloyd said. “We 
appreciate his support and we hope this is the beginning 
of a long-term partnership with the Morrises.” 

Williams, an accomplished and experienced 
television producer and director, is a nine-time Emmy 
winner.  Through BWTV, he  has produced/directed 
television shows  and events such as the  CBS College 
Sports (now CBS sports network); The Masters; the 
Boston Marathon; the U.S. Open Championships and  
the Wimbledon Tennis Championships. 

Franklin holds a master’s degree in broadcast 
production and programming from the University of 
Michigan/Ann Arbor,  and is no stranger to documentary 
production.  

(Left Photo) Reginald Franklin takes a break following workout. (Right Photo) Brian Williams demonstrates to 
Myron West how to set up a shot for an upcoming segment. 

Photo by Andrew Pleasant
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He instructs the documentary and other video 

and audio production courses in the Department of 
Mass Communications, and has several documentary 
projects of his own in production. His documentary 
on breast cancer was featured at the National Black 
Leadership on Cancer’s Gala in August, 2012.

He joined the Department of Mass 
Communications in 1998, after teaching broadcasting 
courses for years at his alma mater, Jackson State 
University. 

“There is a possibility that the show could be 
signed up for syndication,” Franklin said. “I think that 
our students will get a lot out of it, and Brian has been 
impressed by what he’s seen from Savannah State 
students.”

 The students competed for the five production 
crew positions.  They were interviewed by Williams 
and members of the Canyon Ranch staff, and also by 
faculty and staff in the department.

 At the end of this process, the  six students 
selected were Terry Clayborn, a senior, videographer; 
Jessica Coard, a senior, production manager; Shantez 
Herrington, a senior, videographer; Myron West, a 
sophomore, videographer; Latasha Wright, a senior, 
videograpaher; and  Jocelyn Stargell-Zachery, a junior, 
producer.

 Mass Communications staff members William 
Martin, director, WSSU-TV, Channel 96, agreed 
to serve as the supervising director, and Kareem 
McMichael, online content manager, worked as  a 
production assistant.

  In addition to involving students in the Canyon 
Ranch Institute documentary shoot,  Franklin also 
joined the project as a participant in the wellness 
program.  Since joining, he has lost 20 pounds, and says 
he will stick with it until he meets his desired goal.

“I’m taking yoga classes and it’s more involved 
and  harder than it looks,” he said. “I am having a great 
time with it.”

Brain Williams (left corner), meets with members of the Canyon Ranch documentary production team, 
(L-R.) Jessica Coard, Latasha Wright, Myron West, Jocelyn Stargell-Zachery, Terry Clayborn and Shantez Herrington. 
In the background William Martin (purple shirt), production assistant and Professor Reginald Franklin. 



Jessica Sparks always dreamed of working for 
the Wall Street Journal.

“The Wall Street Journal is the epitome of good 
reporting,” said Sparks, instructor of multimedia 
in the Department of Mass Communications. 
“They interview the right sources, use the right 
documents and they are still reputable as a credible 
source for news.”

Sparks’ dream has come true.

She is one of five journalism instructors selected 
from a national pool of applicants to participate 
in the initial class of  “Back in the Newsroom,” a 
program operated by the International Center 
for Journalists that aims to improve the  digital 

journalism skills of instructors while also fostering 
newsroom diversity.

Funded by a $183,000 grant from the Knight 
Foundation, the program’s initial focus is on 
professors who teach at historically black colleges 
and universities.  In addition to the Wall Street 
Journal, other participating news organizations 
include USA Today, the Los Angeles Times, CNBC 
and The Washington Post. 

“This program aims to accomplish several 
goals,” said Joyce Barnathan, president of the 
International Center for Journalists. “First, we want 
to familiarize faculty with what’s going on in state-
of-the-art newsrooms.  Many leading journalists 
feel that students are not prepared for journalism 
jobs today.

Back to the newsroom
Jessica Sparks

Jessica Sparks

8 | The Mass Connection



“We hope that faculty will soak up the changes they 
are witnessing and then upgrade the curriculum to 
reflect the needs of today’s newsrooms,” Barnathan said.  
“By piloting this program with HBCUs we believe the 
professors can form a pipeline for the most promising 
students to land jobs in major news organizations.”

Barnathan said this will help increase diversity 
at these organizations, getting more voices with new 
perspectives into mainstream media.

“I hope that Professor Sparks will lead the way in 
shaping the journalism curriculum for the future,” 
Barnathan added.

Following a two-day orientation in Washington 
with ICFJ,  the  professors were assigned to spend 
approximately nine weeks during summer 2014, in their 
assigned newsrooms focusing on specific areas of news, 
including multimedia reporting, data-based reporting  
and social media.

Professors who applied were required to submit 
abstracts.  Sparks’ abstract analyzes how a large 
newsroom operates, how multimedia plays a role in the 

storytelling process, and how diversity could also play 
an important role.

Each professor is required to develop a project that 
must be implemented in their classrooms when they 
return to their respective campuses in the fall.

“I’m grateful because I get the opportunity to return 
to the newsroom after entering academia,” said Sparks. 
“It will help me to refine some of the skills that I may 
have lost after being out of the newsroom.”

Sparks joined the Department of  Mass 
Communications fall semester of  2013 after  having 
worked as a reporter and multimedia journalist for 
several news organizations including, most recently,  
Bluffton Today, a Morris Communications publication 
serving the greater Bluffton , S.C. area, Beaufort County 
and parts of Jasper County. 

“The skills will be easily transferrable to the 
curriculum that I pass on to my students,” Sparks said. 
“One of the perks is it (the program) is formed to create 
a direct path for students to do internships and get jobs 
at the Wall Street Journal.”

“I’m grateful because I get 
the opportunity to return to 
the newsroom after entering 

academia,” said Sparks. “It will 
help me to refine some of the 

skills that I may have lost after 
being out of the newsroom.”

2014 Spring/Summer | 9
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Former newspaper executive and diversity advocate
Wanda S. Lloyd marks one year as new department chair
July 1, 2014 marked the anniversary of the first year Wanda S. Lloyd became the chair of the Department of Mass 
Communications. Prior to joining the faculty, Lloyd worked as executive editor of the Montgomery Advertiser 
(2004-2013).  An award-winning journalist, she was also a senior editor at  USA Today and the founding executive 
director of the Freedom Forum’s Diversity Institute at Vanderbilt University. In a Q and A, Lloyd talks about her 
vision for the Department, her role as chair and changes in the media landscape. 

1. When you came to the Department, one of the 
first things that you did was to post banners 
throughout the Kennedy Fine Arts Building 
that read, “Expect Excellence.”  Why was it 
important to you to do this?

I heard SSU president Dr. Dozier tell faculty 
and staff at Fall Institute, 2013 that she has 
an expectation for excellence throughout the 
university, that customer service is important 
for the benefit of students. I arranged to 
have those banners made and put up in the 
department because I, too, believe we all should 
hold ourselves to a high standard. That includes 
faculty, staff and students.

2. In “An Open Letter to America’s University 
Presidents,” the heads of major journalism 
foundations strongly urged schools of 
journalism and mass communications to 
“upgrade their curriculums and faculties to 

reflect the profoundly different digital age of 
communication.”  Given this, how should the 
program evolve to meet the changes that are 
taking place in the media landscape? 

First, we must remember that the foundation in 
our discipline of communications is good writing, 
good scholarship and critical thinking skills. 
The evolving digital changes can only serve our 
students well if we continue to teach them how 
to tell good stories – albeit framed in the new 
landscapes known and unknown. 

3. What things have you done to improve student 
scholarship?

I am fortunate that I came to the University 
with an extensive network of colleagues who 
have reached out to extend opportunities for our 
students. It was because of personal networks that 
we are able to learn about some of the things that 

Wanda S. Lloyd
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have come our way, such as sending students 
to two national conference for investigative 
reporting, sending five students to a broadcast 
academy in Maryland, and sending students 
to the national and regional conferences of 
the National Association of Black Journalists 
in Boston and Charleston. I am also grateful 
that many local media professionals continue 
to embrace our students for internships and 
special projects for scholarly endeavors.  

4. What’s on the horizon for the Department 
over the next 24-months? 

We’ve had a whirlwind first year as chair 
with opportunities for students and faculty to 
stretch beyond the confines of this campus. 
But there is much to be done. The faculty 
has voted to strengthen the journalism in our 
program. We will be adding some new courses 
to reflect the need to strengthen reporting, 
building investigative skills and a stronger 
student media program. Look for a new design 
for tigersroar.com; the university’s Executive 
Leadership Council has approved our request 
to put “journalism” in our department’s name; 
the department will be getting more space 
and a modern television station on campus; 
we will move forward with the long-planned 
online graduate degree, and long-term, we 
will be working to grow the department to 
become a school of journalism and mass 
communications. All of these objectives will 
only be possible with the dedicated cooperation 
of faculty, staff, students and alumni. 
 

5. You have a history with the SRPI.  Tell us 
about that, and your plans for the future of 
the SRPI as the 65th anniversary approaches.

I was an SRP participant as a middle and 
high school student in Savannah. It is hard to 
believe that we are just a year and a half  away 
from celebrating the 65th anniversary in 2016. 
First, we’re going to have a great 64th SRPI in 
the spring 2014 semester. Some invitations for 
speakers have already been extended. Yet, we 
are already giving some thought about how 
we will present the 65th, probably with an eye 
toward honoring some of the accomplishments 
of SRPI through the years. We will be reaching 
out to mass communications and SRPI alumni 
to help us celebrate those many years of 
accomplishments. 

2013-2014 Travel and Activities 
 Wanda S. Lloyd, Chair and Associate Professor 

Department of Mass Communications

§	Received a fellowship to participate in the 
Scripps Howard Academic Leadership Academy 
for new deans and chairs at the Manship School 
of Mass Communications at Louisiana State 
University, June 1-5, 2014

§	Elected to a three-year term to serve on the 
Accrediting Committee of the Accrediting 
Council on Education in Journalism and Mass 
Communications (ACEJMC), the accrediting 
body of the SSU mass communications 
department

§	Served as a member of the ACEJMC on-site 
accreditation team at the Hampton University 
School of Journalism and Mass Communications 
in February 2014

§	Introduced the speaker, actress Tonea Stewart, at 
the 2014 MLK Observance Day Unity Brunch, 
Savannah, February 2014 

§	A participant in the American Council 
on Education’s Leadership Academy for 
Department Chairs in Miami, January 2014

§	Attended the national conference of the Online 
News Association in Atlanta, October 2013

§	Attended the regional conference of the National 
Association of Black Journalists in Charleston, 
S.C., March 2014

§	Editor-in-residence and mentor for the Maynard 
Institute of Journalism Education’s Front Door 
Project, including conducting a live Twitter 
chat, March 2014

§	A participant in the White House Council on 
Women and Girls conference in Washington, 
D.C., May 2013

§	Scheduled to attend the 97th annual conference 
of the Association for Education in Journalism 
and Mass Communications, August 6-9, 2014 
in Montreal, Canada



When the planning committee 
for Savannah State University’s 
63rd annual Southern Regional 
Press Institute decided to focus on 
social media, Dr. Juliana Trammel 
knew that it was the perfect time 
to experiment with the production 
and publication of her first APP.

“It was timing,” said Trammel, an 
associate professor in the Department 
of Mass Communications and a 
member of the planning committee. 
“Most winning organizations 
these days have figured out that 
mobile communication is key for 
sustainable growth.

“Mobile devices have served as 
the foundation for digital and social 
media interaction,” Trammel said. 
”In return, applications are serving 
as the cornerstone for mobile 
devices.”

“Unfortunately, we did not have 
time to publish it with Apple, which 
requires at least 15 days to evaluate 
the application,” she said. “If the APP 
has no production errors and if the 
file is written correctly, Google Play 
publishes your APP in 24 hours.” 

SRPI participants who 
downloaded the APP were able 
to view the conference schedule, 
evaluate the workshops, post 
pictures, follow the SRPI on social 
media, leave comments and get in 
touch with program coordinators, 
she added.

According to Trammel, a 
study conducted by the Pew 
Research Center revealed that 
African American and Hispanic 
college students lead in cell phone 
ownership.

“We are just taking advantage 
of a trend to enhance students’ 
experiences during the two-day 
educational conference,” Trammel 
said. “I think that APPs are going 
nowhere. They are here to stay. We’ll 
start developing the APP earlier next 
year because it will be a treat for the 
participants.”

   Dr. Juliana Trammel

Dr. Juliana Trammel develops APP for the 
63rd annual Southern Regional Press Institute

 
Also, the idea of introducing the 

APP was consistent with the theme 
of the conference, “Social Media in 
a Global Society: Ethics, Urgency 
and Accuracy,” she added.

The SRPI is a two-day mass 
media conference primarily for 
college students from the Southeast.  
A few sessions are also offered for 
high school, middle and elementary 
school students and the  workshops 
are instructed by  journalists, media 
professionals and educators.

Developing the APP was a 
challenge, but Trammel said that 
she is motivated by challenges.

“Challenges keep me going,” she 
said.

A native of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
Trammel joined the Department 
of Mass Communications’ faculty 
in 2008.  She earned a Ph.D. in 
Communication and Culture with 
a concentration in organizational 
communication from Howard 
University in 2006.

Creating the APP was a three-step 
process that included developing the 
design, establishing herself 
(the department) as the  
publisher with distributers 
(Apple and Google Play) and 
constructing the Application 
Programming Interface, 
which  specifies how some 
of the  software components 
should interact with each other. 
To access the APP, Trammel said 
SRPI participants had to go to the 
Google Play store.12 | The Mass Connection
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Faculty/Staff Highlights
Faculty attend national conferences, participate in workshops and  perform research

Sandra Earley, instructor, a Quality 
Enhancement Plan Faculty Writing Fellow (Fall ’13 
and Spring ’14),  made a presentation  to SSU faculty 
members on February 18  titled “Them, Us and 
Nonfiction Writing: Best Practices When  Millennials 
Learn from Boomers.”   The QEP presentation 
described the characteristics of the Millennial 
generation now filling our classrooms and how they 
learn (for example, Millennials perform better and 
more willingly if given a choice in assignments). For 
the presentation, Earley surveyed about 75 SSU 
students to learn if they have the attitudes and 
behaviors of Millennials.  The findings—they did.  
Professor Early is also scheduled to attend the 97th 
annual conference of the Association for Education 
in Journalism and Mass Communications on August 
6-9, 2014 in Montreal, Canada.  The AEJMC is a 
nonprofit, educational association of journalism and 
mass communication educators, students and media 

Reginald Franklin, associate professor,  
traveled with five mass communications students who 
attended the HBCU Broadcast Journalism Academy 
on March 5-8, 2014 at Morgan State University.  In 
addition to SSU students, bootcamp participants also 
included students from Norfolk State University, 
North Carolina A&T, and Morgan State, the program’s 
sponsor.

2014 Spring/Summer | 13
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Phelps Hawkins, assistant professor, 
has been diligently working with  the Society of 
Professional Journalists to solidify a professional 
chapter in Savannah.  He recently joined  the interim 
Board of  SPJ Georgia, thus becoming  the first board 
member in Savannah.  Professor Hawkins is also 
scheduled to attend the 97th annual conference of the 
AEJMC in Montreal, Canada on  August 6-9, 2014.

Lester Sloan, visiting professor, attended the 
Nieman Foundation’s 75th Anniversary Celebration 
on September 26-29, 2013 in Boston, MA.  While 
there, Sloan, a Nieman Fellow, recruited mentors as 
well as speakers to lecture SSU students. More than 
1,400 past fellows and Neiman affiliates, some from 
as early as 1963, came to Harvard from across the 
globe to celebrate the foundation’s anniversary. 
Events included Soundings—a Nieman tradition 
where fellows share their journalistic backgrounds 
and experiences—and a presentation of the I.F. 
Stone Medal for Journalistic Independence to 
Jane Mayer of The New Yorker. Professor 
Sloan also took a group of mass communications 
students to Summerton, S.C., the birthplace of 
Brown vs. Board of Ed.
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 Angela Wilson, assistant professor, has been 
named an “AEJMC 2014 Kopenhaver Fellow” and will 
attend The Kopenhaver Fellow Institute which will take 
place on  August 5-9, 2014, at the AEJMC’s 97th Annual 
Conference in Montreal, Canada.  The Lillian Lodge 
Kopenhaver Center for the Advancement of Women 
in Communications, housed at Florida International 
University, seeks to foster and advance the academic and 
professional growth of women by supporting the next 
generation of professionals and giving them the impetus 
to take on challenges and to pursue leadership positions 
in the communication industry. The Kopenhaver Fellow 
Institute program will consist of career mentoring, 
networking and preparation for tenure and/or 
administration or other leadership paths in the academy of 
journalism and mass communications. Also included are 
roundtables and panels on leadership featuring women 
managers and administrators in academia and a year long 
participation of academic and career activities.  Professor 
Wilson has also been selected to attend the Research 
Intensive Workshop at Morgan State University on June 
23-27, 2014.  The workshop is sponsored by Morgan 
State’s Department of Advanced Studies, Leadership and 
Policy. 

Dr. Juliana Trammel, associate professor, has 
written a chapter in Communication Across Culture 
(Cambria Press: New York. IN PRESS), a textbook 
that includes nine chapters written by communication 
scholars from nine universities.  She is co-editing 
the book with a professor from Howard University.  
Her chapter is titled, “Brazilian Carnival as a Tool of 
Black’s Dis[empowerment]: A Textual Analysis of 
Beija Flor’s samba enredo.” (da Silva & Kehbuma, 
Eds.). In addition, Dr. Trammel’s research, Marketing 
and Data Collection of Families and Children, is 
scheduled to be published in “The Social History of 
the American Family,” by Sage in September, 2014.
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Jessica Sparks, multi-media instructor, was 
one of five professors selected nationally  from among 
faculty at historically black colleges and universities 
to participate in the “Back in the Newsroom” 
program, sponsored by the International Center for 
Journalists.  She will spend her summer working in 
the newsroom of the Wall Street Journal, improving 
her digital journalism skills. She was also awarded 
an SSU presidential  mini-grant to attend the College 
Media Association’s Spring National Convention in 
New York City March 12-15, 2014.  Professor Sparks 
advises the Tiger’s Roar and the tigersroar.com, the 
university’s student publications.

Kai Walker, assistant professor, attended the 
University of North Carolina School of Journalism 
and Mass Communication’s Multimedia Bootcamp 
on  May 12-16, 2014 in Chapel Hill. The annual 
bootcamp  provides intensive training for  professional 
communicators and journalists who seek enhanced 
training in documentary video storytelling.  Hands-
on training workshops introduced participants to  
project planning strategies, video content gathering, 
visual composition, audio recording, interviewing 
techniques for character-driven storytelling and 
non-linear video editing in Final Cut Pro. Professor 
Walker was also elected secretary for the 2014  
executive board of  the Hungry Club Forum of 
Savannah, Inc.
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Faculty/Staff Highlights
Staff goes over the edge and to jail 
for community charitable causes

 Carol L. Bostic, administrative 
assistant, was recently slammed in jail 
-- but to support a good cause.  Bostic 
participated in the 2014 Southside 
Savannah Lock-Up in March benefiting 
the Muscular Dystrophy Association.  
Business and community leaders, the 
jailbirds, are locked up, and  in order to be 
released co-workers, family and friends 
post donations to go toward their bail. 

All funds raised by the MDA 
Lock-Up are used to assist the MDA to 
provide lifesaving research, a nationwide 
network of medical clinics and summer 

camp experiences for individuals and 
families affected by the disease.

 “This was my first year 
participating,” said Bostic, who joined 
the Department of Mass Communications 
in February 2014. “I really enjoyed it, 
and  I think it’s a worthwhile cause.  The 
money stays right here in Savannah for 
our children with MD.

 “A lot of children will be going 
to summer camp because of it,” Bostic 
added.

Carol L. Bostic
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What would cause two Department of Mass 
Communications staff members  to scale the wall of 
one of the tallest buildings in historic Savannah?

Was it purely because they are thrill seekers?

            Or perhaps it was  because they decided to rival 
Alain Robert.  You remember him don’t you?  Known 
as the human spider, Robert is famous for scaling 
skyscrapers such as the Eiffel Tower, the Montparnasse 
Tower and  the Sears Tower, to name a few, without the 
use of any climbing equipment -- only  a small bag of 
chalk and a pair of climbing shoes.

  Well, as it turned out,  it wasn’t for either of 
those reasons.

  William Martin, program director, WSSU-TV, 
Channel 96 and Kareem McMichael, online content 
manager, said they went over the edge of the 11-story 
B.B.&T building on Johnson Square  in December to 
raise funds for the local Boy Scouts.

 The two were asked by Barbara Foley, outreach 
director, Coastal Georgia Boy Scouts of America,  
to participate in media day, an event in which they  
conduct a seminar for high school students enrolled in 
the Explorer Post Program.  The program helps students 
decide on career interests and college majors.

 “I was under the impression that I would just be 
present to represent Savannah State University media 
and only speak to students,” McMichael said, “so I was 
surprised when Barbara called me about a day before 
the event and asked me if I was ready to climb off a 
building. I was stunned.” 

 “I reluctantly agreed,” Martin added, “because 
I was a Boy Scout and the proceeds would benefit the 
Boy Scouts of America.”

 Training for the two climbers was brief and took 
place just before the jump.

 “It lasted about five minutes,” Martin said. “An 
experienced jumper said, ‘do this, don’t do that, if you 
get in trouble wave your hands, good luck.’”

 “After that, they dangled us over the edge and 
down we went,” Martin said. “I have a healthy fear of 
heights, so I was terrified.  There was nothing between 
me and the group except a few pieces of rope.”

 McMichael said that once he reached the top of 
the building and went over the edge, he wasn’t afraid. 

 “I was not screaming; I was actually smiling,” 
he said. “I was secured in a harness, and a back-up one 
also.  I felt free and on top of the world. It’s not often 
that you get to repel down the side of a building.

 “I am going through a bravery phase in life,” 
McMichael said. “I went zip-lining earlier in the year 
and I want to go sky diving, so the thought of climbing 
down the building was fun.”

 Both Martin and McMichael said that they would 
do it again, and have actually committed themselves to 
represent SSU at the fundraising event next year.  

 “I didn’t make a sound at all,” Martin said of 
his experience on the wall. “I was actually singing to 
myself.”

Kareem McMichael

William Martin
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Gl  betrotters
…Traveling the road to global citizenship

Mass communications majors 
participate in Study Abroad Program

Sylvia Alls, senior mass communications major, poses on a bench in front of the Taj Mahal.

Savannah State University  
President  Dr. Cheryl Davenport 
Dozier issued a challenge to every  
member of the student body -- have 
a passport before you  graduate so 
that you will be ready to join the 
global marketplace.

A strong advocate for  
increasing the global competence of 
SSU students in the 21st Century, 
Dozier backed up the challenge by 
establishing a Presidential Study 
Abroad Scholarship during the 2011-
2012 academic year.

And it didn’t stop there. 
In July 2013, Dozier and  Dr. 
Reynold Verret, provost and vice 
president for academic affairs, 
visited  10 academic institutions and 
government agencies in Brazil, Rio 
de Janeiro, Salvador da Bahia and 
Sao Paulo to form new educational 
partnerships. SSU students have 
been studying abroad in Brazil since 
2006. 

“As a result of the assistance 
provided by the Presidential Study 
Abroad Scholarship, more than 50 

students were able to travel abroad 
in 2012-2013, which at that time was 
the largest study abroad enrollment 
in SSU’s history,” Dozier said. 
“Since then, the scholarship has 
been instrumental in providing 
study abroad experiences for many 
other students.”

Dozier said SSU students 
must be prepared to compete in 
today’s globalized world, and 
international travel and the skills 
and experiences they obtain from 
studying abroad prepares them to 
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become better equipped leaders in 
the 21st Century.

“Savannah is a port city with 
an abundance of opportunities to 
showcase Savannah State University 
students to the world,” she added. 
“As such, it is vital that we offer 
the right opportunities to prepare 
students for global engagement here 
in the city and beyond.”

Mass communications 
students have risen to meet  
President Dozier’s challenge.

Since 2011, 15 mass 
communications majors have 
studied abroad in Africa, Brazil, 
Canada, China, Costa Rica and 
India.

 

In addition,  they  have 
participated in the university’s 
Study Abroad Program dating as far 
back as 2003, when Kimberly Starks 
traveled to Ghana and studied at the 
University of Ghana-Legon,  and  the 
summer of 2008, when Kai Walker, 
assistant professor, accompanied 
two mass communications students 
-- Nyrell Stevens and Khady Thiam 
-- to Egypt.  Walker and the students 
were a part of a group consisting 
of seven  SSU students and two 
professors. 

While there, the students 
attended the 6th of October 
University where they studied 
history, language arts, and immersed 
themselves in spectacular,  
memorable  field outings to places 

such as the Cairo Museum and the 
Great Pyramids.

During the fall of  2014,  
Nicole Wiggins,  a junior, and  
LaDaria Jackson, a senior, will travel 
to   Jiujiang, China, as exchange 
students at Jiujiang University.  

Mass Communications Study Abroad Students
2011

      Stasheia Durham            Jiujiang, China
 

2012
      Sylvia Alls                         India
      Kandyce Trim                  Brazil
      Jade Pinkston                   Brazil
      Jasmine Gresham            Canada
      Yakub Sanders                  Costa Rica

2013
      Korbyn Mingledorf         Kumasi Ghana
      Nakia Stephens                 Cape Coast Ghana
      Sharana Richardson        Cape Coast Ghana
      Chelsea Williams             Costa Rica
      Jacquelyn Pressley           Costa Rica
      Jabria Hood                       Costa Rica
      Barry Baker Jr.                  Brazil

 
2014

      Jeremy Joshua                   Costa Rica
      LaDaria Jackson               Jiujiang, China
      Nicole Wiggins                 Jiujiang, China

LaDaria Jackson  
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Jackson’s  trip is made possible 
through Dr. Dozier’s Presidential 
Study Abroad Scholarship, and 
Wiggins’ academic scholarship will 
cover the majority of her expenses. 

“I finally  made the decision 
to travel to China after taking 
Chinese language courses (at SSU) 
and because I’m  interested in the 
Chinese culture,” said Jackson, who 
was torn between choosing to go to  
Ghana or China. 

“I have spoken with China 
study abroad students who told 
me they absolutely enjoyed the 
experience, and some stayed longer 
or even plan to go back,” Jackson 
added.

Wiggins said when  she was a 
child, she loved the Disney movie 
Mulan, and wanted to one day see 
the Great Wall of China, Tiananmen 
Square and the majestic mountains.

“Every since I was little, I 
loved the Chinese culture,” said 
Wiggins, who has been introduced  
to  several languages, including  
Mandarin, Arabic, Spanish and as 
she put it, “a little  Hindu.”  

“I will go to Africa, possibly 
Ghana, during the fall, 2015, my 
senior year,” Wiggins said.

Senior Jeremy Joshua, who 
is the recipient of the prestigious 
Benjamin A. Gilman International 
Scholarship, is studying in Costa 
Rica summer semester, 2014. The 
Gilman Scholarship covers 100 
percent of the costs of studying 
abroad. 

Ten  SSU students received  
the Gilman Scholarship in 2013, 
more students than at any  other 
college or university in the state of 
Georgia.

Barry Baker, Jr.,  a senior, said 
he chose to study abroad in Brazil in 
2013 because of Brazil’s rich slave 
trade history and also its large Afro-
Brazilian population.  He studied 
African-Brazilian culture at  the 
Steve Biko Institute in Salvador, da 
Bahia.

“I met lots of people who 
were fluent in speaking at least four 
different languages and I observed 
how poverty was in Brazil,” Baker 
said.  “I would advise other students 
to go because it allows them to 
understand what reality is like 
outside the United States.”

The importance of  
international education has been  
entrenched in the university’s 
culture for years.  The program, 
established on campus when former 
Savannah Mayor Dr. Otis Johnson 
served as the  dean of the College 
of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences 
(1998-2000), supports efforts to 
internationalize the university’s 
curriculum and to help expose 
students to the global society. 

 With  one of the most 
diverse international faculty in the 
University System of Georgia (25 
percent),  and a student body that 
represents more than 50 countries, 
the university, and  its International 

Education Center,  are  committed 
to preparing  students to become 
global citizens.  

The IEC, located in  Room 
116 of the Colston Administration 
Building, provides an information 
clearinghouse for international 
educational opportunities and 
programs for students, faculty and 
staff, and  facilitates and supports 
faculty and student exchanges, 
study abroad programs and 
research collaboratives with foreign 
institutions. 

Sylvia Alls, a senior 
who is also president  of  the 
Mass Communications Student 
Association, studied in India in 
2012.

 “My original plan was to go 
to Egypt, but because there was so 
much turmoil, I wasn’t able to go,” 
Alls said, “so my next option was 
India.  I picked India because I was 
very fascinated with the culture and 
the Disney movie Aladdin sparked 
my interest at a very young age.”

Alls, who studied business at 
the Indian Institute of Technology 
in Delhi, said she really appreciated 
the experience, and while there, she 
had a chance to reflect on things 
back at home. 

 “The kids didn’t know when 
or where their next meal would be 
coming from, but they were smiling 
and you could tell they loved 
learning,” Alls said. 

 “I tell everyone to go and visit 
India,” she added. “Brazil is nice 
and so is China, but there is nothing 
like the India experience.”

Mass Communications Study Abroad Students
2011

      Stasheia Durham            Jiujiang, China
 

2012
      Sylvia Alls                         India
      Kandyce Trim                  Brazil
      Jade Pinkston                   Brazil
      Jasmine Gresham            Canada
      Yakub Sanders                  Costa Rica

2013
      Korbyn Mingledorf         Kumasi Ghana
      Nakia Stephens                 Cape Coast Ghana
      Sharana Richardson        Cape Coast Ghana
      Chelsea Williams             Costa Rica
      Jacquelyn Pressley           Costa Rica
      Jabria Hood                       Costa Rica
      Barry Baker Jr.                  Brazil

 
2014

      Jeremy Joshua                   Costa Rica
      LaDaria Jackson               Jiujiang, China
      Nicole Wiggins                 Jiujiang, China

Nicole Wiggins 
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Exchange student  Minshui  
Fu reflects on her study 
abroad experience in the 

Department of Mass 
Communications

We recently caught up with Minshui Fu, an 
exchange student who came to SSU and the Department 
of Mass Communications fall semester, 2012, from 
Jiujiang University in Jiangxi Province of the People’s 
Republic of China.  When we contacted her, she was on 
her way  to visit Greece.

 Affectionately called “Iris” by her SSU cohorts 
and professors,  the American name she chose for 
herself prior to coming to the U.S.,  Fu is completing 
her master’s degree in mass communications at the  
University of Leicester in the United Kingdom

 In correspondence to the department, Fu talks 
about her experiences as an exchange student here. 
Below is an edited version of her comments:

To be honest, I did not know much about 
Savannah before I went there. The only thing I knew 
was that Savannah once appeared in the movie Forrest 
Gump. I liked this movie, so I thought I would like 
Savannah. Sounds interesting, isn’t it?

My major was mass communications at Savannah 
State University. I maintained a full course load there 
and finally got a satisfactory grade. 

As an international student whose mother tongue 
is not English, it is not that easy to keep doing great 
in courses. However, students and teachers were very 
generous to help me. 

Minshui Fu

The class speech for radio and television enabled 
me to get access to the studio, practicing broadcasting 
and recording news programs with local students. I 
really enjoyed those experiences and appreciated the 
guidance offered by Professor (Reginald) Franklin.

Mass media and society was also one of my 
courses.The most impressive role of this class was my 
teacher--- Professor  (Phelps) Hawkins. He inspired 
me a lot. From the conversation between us, I learned 
something beyond classroom knowledge.   

Another three courses were critical thinking, 
English composition, and oral interpretation. They 
were all helpful classes. In short, the classes I took 
at Savannah State University contributed to my 
confidence to walk further on the road of studying mass 
communication. 

I appreciated the exchange opportunity to enable 
me to be immersed in a new, exciting environment. I 
liked English when I was a child; however, I seldom 
had a  chance to use English to communicate. I believed 
this was a good chance for me to practice English, and 
more importantly, through this trip, I could meet new 
people and make new friends. The United States is a 
strong country, and  maybe because of the cultural 
imperialism, we get to know it and in some way, we 
admire it.
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Mass communications students attend national 
and regional conferences, acquire new skills

HBCU Broadcast Academy

Mass communications majors Sylvia Alls,  Darren 
Cobb, Shantez Herrington, Shauna Pierre and 
Tydell Mosley attended the HBCU Broadcast Academy 
at Morgan State University March 5-8, 2014.  Reginald 
Franklin, associate professor, traveled with the students.
 “Workshops were hands-on, and I learned that 
journalism is constantly changing and developing with 
the evolution of new technology,” said Herrington, a 
senior. “My experience at the first annual conference 
of the Broadcast Academy was exhilarating.  It was the 
very first time I boarded an airplane and the first time 
I’ve been outside the Southern region. 

“I recommend this opportunity for any aspiring 
mass communications major who desires to gain the 
experience of starting from scratch  on a story and 
working daily to compose a Grade A news package,”  
Herrington added.

Region III, NABJ Conference
Jocelyn Stargel-Zachery, a sophomore who is also 
vice president of SSU’s NABJ Student Chapter, 
and Amber Grigley, a senior, attended the Region 
III conference of the National Association of Black 
Journalists March 7-8, 2014, in Charleston, S.C.  The 
students accompanied Wanda S. Lloyd, department 
chair.

The “Fabulous Five,” a name they penned for themselves, standing on the campus of Morgan State University.

Shauna
Pierre

Shantez
Herrington

Tydell
Mosley

Sylvia
Alls

Darren
Cobb

The 2013-2014 academic year was an  engaging and enriching year for mass communications majors.  In addition to 
the expertise shared by the numerous  speakers who  visited their classrooms, and who also conducted workshops as a 
part of  the  63rd annual Southern Regional Press Institute, students also traveled to national and regional conferences 
where they acquired new skills and networked with working  professionals. 
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National Conference of Investigative 
Reporters and Editors /CAR 2014
Amber Grigley and Diorlena Natera  attended the 
national conference of Investigative Reporters and 
Editors  February 27-March 2 in Baltimore, MD.   
Natera and Grigley received scholarships to attend the 
conference.  While there, the two networked,  learned 
about computer assisted reporting, blogging and the 
skills needed to become excellent reporters. 

Howard University’s
2014 Media Sales Institute
Jarrel Arnold, Chelsey Williams and Maurice 
Pierce attended the Media Sales Institute at 
Howard University summer semester, 2014.  
Sponsored by the National Association of 
Broadcasters, the Institute is an intensive 12-
day boot camp that trains students in radio, 
television, cable, digital and Internet media.  
The students were selected from a national 
pool of applicants. Seventy-five percent of 
the program’s participants are hired by media 
companies upon completion of the Institute.

Maurice PierceChelsey WilliamsJarrel Arnold

Diorlena
Natera

Amber
Grigley
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We extend congratulations also to Kelsey Gore, a mass 
communications senior, who was selected as “The Most 
Outstanding Delegate” for the Model African Union 
Conference.  Gore is president of the Model African 
Union.  The team attended the conference Nov. 14-16, 
2013  on the campus of Columbus State University.

Model African Union Conference 

Congratulations to senior Sylvia Alls, who was 
selected to participate in the Washington Media 
Institute’s Summer 2014 Seminar in Washington, 
D.C. The seminar, which is also an internship and 
educational program, has three primary areas of 
focus: 1) increasing students’ creative metabolism; 2) 
sharpening decision-making, analytical reasoning 
and critical thinking skills; and 3) broadening the 
conception of media.  Alls is interning with two 
media companies, JWM Productions and Lusid 
Media.  She is a facts checker, transcriber and assists 
with talent searches.

Washington Media Institute’s 
Summer 2014 Seminar

Kelsey 
Gore

Sylvia Alls
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During his first meeting with the Department of 
Mass Communications’ faculty, Dr. Robert Smith, the new 
dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences, 
asked the faculty if they had any ideas to assist in efforts 
to  educate  students.

Lester Sloan remembered  the approaching 
60th anniversary of the landmark Brown vs. Board of 
Education U.S. Supreme Court decision, and thought it 
would be a great idea to take  students to the birthplace 
of the case that ended segregation in public schools — 
Summerton, S.C.

  
So he put the suggestion on the floor, and  Dean 

Smith agreed with him -- it would be an  exceptional 
educational experience for mass communications and 
other CLASS students, giving them the opportunity 
to record oral histories and interview those who were 
involved in the case.  Wanda Lloyd, department chair, was 
also on board, and assisted with coordinating the trip.  

The church and Summerton were familiar grounds 
for Sloan.  He had visited the city more than  10 years ago 
as a freelance photographer during the  “Voices of Civil 
Rights” bus tour, a group of journalists visiting key places 
that were a part of the Civil Rights Movement. 

“It’s always good to take history out of the books, 
and take people to the place where it actually occurred,” 
Sloan said. “Most of our students were not even born 
when the March on Washington occurred, and I suspected 

that few of them really knew the history behind the case, 
only that it ended the segregation of public schools.”

 Sloan wrote U.S. Representative James Clyburn 
of  S.C.’s 6th Congressional District,   who agreed to meet 
him, Kai Walker, assistant professor, Michael Cherry, lab 
technician, and the 30 students who traveled with them on 
October 20 to the Historic Liberty Hill A.M.E. Church  in 
Summerton, S.C., his district.   Fourteen of its members 
were among the 20 persons who signed the Briggs vs. 
Elliott Desegregation  Case (1952), which challenged the 
segregation of public schools in Summerton.  It was the 
first of five cases combined into  the Brown vs. Board of 
Ed.  case (1954).  

“Clyburn talked to the students for two hours,” 
Sloan said. “He was a part of that history. He lived it, 
participated in it, and  watched it unfold.

“He took part in some of the demonstrations where 
several students were killed,” Sloan added, “and then he 
went on to become the first black House majority whip.” 

“Clyburn  wanted them (the students) to recognize 
that it is no longer about color, but about class,” Sloan 
said. “Money determines where you go to school.”

Jessica Coard, a senior mass communications 
major, grew up in Summerton and is a member of the 
Historic Liberty Hill A.M.E. Church.

Remembering the 60th anniversary of 
Brown vs. Board of Education

Mass communications students tour historic sites, 
meet with U.S. Congressman James Clyburn

SSU students and U.S. Congressman James Clyburn (far right) stand in front of Historic Liberty Hill A.M.E Church in Smmerton, S.C.
Photo by Lester Sloan



“When you grow up in a town surrounded by so 
much history it’s surreal that people find the history that 
you grew up with so interesting,” Coard said. “I’ve heard 
Congressman Clyburn speak so many times, but I’ve 
never seen him open up the way that he did about himself, 
his personal life, and his family.

“He told us that he was a part of the Orangeburg 
Massacre, and that’s where he met his wife -- in jail,” she 
said.  

Clyburn also encouraged  students to be versatile,  
to focus on more than one career choice, and to read 
books about things other than our major area, mass 
communications, she added.

Coad said Clyburn also told the students, 
“‘Knowledge is power, and the more you know, the better 
you’ll be in the real world.’” 

When the students  left Summerton, they  traveled 
to another small South Carolina town,  Mayesville, to 
visit the home of Mary McCloud Bethune, an educator, 
civil rights leader and the founder of Bethune Cookman 
University.

“Three past presidents of the Bethune Foundation 
were there to talk to the students about what she meant 
to American history and the education of blacks,” Sloan 
said. ”She was an adviser to five or six U.S. presidents.

“There is so little information about blacks in 
history books, so it was important for them (students) to 
know that there were people around who had some clout,” 
Sloan said.

SSU visiting professor Lester Sloan shakes the hand of U.S. Congressman James Clyburn.
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 When Kristie Ferrell held a  meeting spring 
semester, 2014, for students who wanted to join the 
department’s chapter of the Public Relations Student 
Society of America, she was shocked beyond belief.

More than 60 students poured into Room 139 of  
the John F.  Kennedy Fine Arts Building to express their 
interest in joining the organization.

Ferrell was not the only one who was shocked.
 
Faculty adviser  Dr. Juliana Trammel and 

Professor Angela Wilson, co-adviser,  were also in 
disbelief.  It was the largest turnout for an interest 
meeting since the organization -- which currently has 
33 active members -- was established on campus three 
years ago.  

A senior mass communications major, Ferrell 
is the newly elected  president of the Savannah State 
University Chapter of PRSSA,  one of only  11  PRSSA 
chapters in the state of Georgia.

Ferrell, who is enthusiastic about  her  new 
position,  said that PRSSA students have started their 
own public relations firm. 

“As mass communications students, in order 
to work in a public relations firm after graduation, we 
need experience,” Ferrell said. “If we are going to do 
graphics, photography or even video production, we 
need real world experience prior to graduation.

“Services will include flyers, event planning, 
photography, video production and promotions for 
other organizations’ events, “ Ferrell added. 

“We are hoping to have a functional agency 
once we have more physical space,” said Trammel, who 

PRSSA establishes  
public relations agency 
to increase students’ 
practical experience 
opportunities
Membership in the campus 
chapter continues to grow

was instrumental in establishing the SSU chapter.   “We 
envision a professional office space with a couple of 
workstations. The current members are really excited.”

Wilson said students who work  for the  PR 
agency will continue their practical application of 
technology and social media implementation of the 
field, and further research efforts to understand the 
latest public relations trends and practices. 

  Our students have previously traveled to 
Atlanta to participate in the Shadow Day event, where 
they spent two days ‘shadowing’ PR practitioners and 
attended the PR Real World conference, said Trammel. 

“Additionally, student members have access 
to a PR internship bank and the PRSA job center,” 
Trammel said.  “Our field is still trying to figure out 
how to increase the number of African Americans and 
other ethnic minority professionals.

“Being a member of PRSA places them in 
the clique. The Georgia chapter particularly, our host 
chapter, is very supportive of our students,” Trammel 
said.

The organization, according to PRSA.com,  
seeks to advance the public relations profession by 
nurturing generations of future professionals, advocates 
rigorous academic standards for public relations 
education, the highest ethical principles and diversity 
in the profession.

Headquartered in New York City, PRSSA has 
more than 11,000 students and advisers organized into 
300 plus chapters in the United States, Argentina and 
Columbia.

Kristie Ferrell



Jordan Riles Ogden to direct the 2015 Miss 
Black Georgia USA Scholarship Pageant

“My mass communications degree (concentration 
in public relations) from SSU applies to my duties in 
so many capacities as director, and even outside of that 

position,” Ogden said. “I am thankful for the skills 
that I learned that taught me how to positively 

portray a client to the public using 
strategic branding and how vital my role 
is as a liaison between  my client and the  

public”
Jordan established   J. Enterprises, 

LLC, at age 23, immediately after 
graduating from SSU.

“My company focuses on 
marketing, pageantry and events,” 
Ogden said. “My first client was 
a salon for hair, skin and nails in 

downtown Savannah. 
“I managed her social 

media communications and 
invited guests to one of her 
annual skin care seminars, 
among other projects,” she said.

I do love pageants, and 
believe some people participate  
over and over again for the 
thrill of a title, but many more, 
like me, have used pageants 
as a way to build character, 

break out of a shell, afford 
college,  and use the platform as 

a megaphone to get the word out  
about public service programs and 
causes, she added.

Selected  as one of SSU’s 
influential  alumni,  Ogden will be 
honored by the University  in July 
2014.

“The African American 
pageant systems are so prevalent 
because they give black girls 
and black young men a realistic 
example of someone who 
looks like them who is doing 
something positive for others, 
can keep a clean reputation and 

be a leader with a genuine spirit,” 
Ogden said.

Jordan Riles Odgen was just 16-years-old when 
she signed up to compete in her first pageant. 

Her family traveled from their home in  Savannah 
to Alpharetta, GA to attend her cousin’s baptism, but 
Jordan also had another purpose in mind.

She found out  that  the  Sunburst Beauty 
Pageant was going to take place in an Alpharetta 
mall, so she paid her  entry fee, packed two gowns 
and placed in the top 10.

That was the beginning of her love for 
pageants.

Since then, Odgen, who graduated 
from Savannah State University with a 
degree in mass communications in 2012,  
has competed in, and won, several coveted 
titles, including Miss Ebony Fashion Fair, 
2008; Miss Savannah State University, 2010-
2011;  Miss Black Savannah USA, 2010, 
and in 2013, she was crowned Miss Black 
Georgia USA.

But now Ogden has taken 
on a different role. Instead of 
taking that smooth walk 
down the runway,  
she will instead 
work  behind 
the scenes to 
make sure 
that things 
are running 
as scheduled,  
overseeing  the 
planning  and 
implementation of 
the pageant.

She has been 
appointed the state director for  
the  Miss Black Georgia Pageant 
System and will coordinate  the 
2015 Scholarship Pageant for Miss 
Black Georgia USA.  The pageant 
is  scheduled to be held October 18, 
2014 in the Savannah Ballroom of 
the King-Frazier Student Center 
on the campus of Savannah State 
University.

OUR ALUMNI •
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Class of 2006
Digital Production Manager for Ebony.com of 
Ebony Magazine
Founder and Editor-in-Chief of I Don’t Do 
Clubs blog and mobile app
(available on iTunes and Google Play).

What are your specific job responsibilities?
I train and supervise entry-level web producers who create 
all of the site’s content; manage the site’s monthly budget and 
all billing matters; negotiate and maintain all image agency 
accounts, including the Associated Press, Getty, Corbis and 
Thinkstock; effectively communicate with Ebony staff members 
to bring relevant print content online; provide constructive 
criticism to the editorial team; edit content to be submitted 
to Google News; update all homepage content before 8 a.m.; 
monitor and analyze Google Analytics in order to guide 
content development; generate client-sponsored content for the 
marketing and sales team, and provide weekly progress reports 
to the editorial director, editor-in-chief and the CEO.

Founder and Editor-in-Chief of I Don’t Do Clubs: 
I Don’t Do Clubs is an event guide for young black professionals 
who are interested in social alternatives. I curate event postings 
(brunches, after work mixers, day parties, business conferences)  
for New York, Washington, D.C, Boston and Atlanta.

How did the education that you received in the Department 
of Mass Communications help you in your career? 
I graduated with a bachelor’s degree in mass communications 
(concentration in radio and television) and a minor in history. 
I think my degree taught me to go beyond what was taught in 
the classroom, so when  the  opportunity came to move to New 
York City and work in digital/Web, a new field, I jumped at it, 
unafraid. 

What was your fondest memory of the Department of Mass 
Communications?
I really enjoyed the blacks in film history discussions given by 
Dr. Charles J. Elmore and real life talks given by Professor Kai 
C. Walker. …Made  me feel like I was at Hillman College on the 
television show, “A Different World.”

Your best advice for current SSU mass communications 
majors: 
Intern your entire four years, not just senior year. It’s important 
to make as many contacts as possible. Also, if you’re planning 
to return home or  to another city outside of Savannah, obtain 
summer internships there too.  Be mindful of your social media 
presence. Future employers are watching. If you think you’re 
too young to worry about that type of thing, create two profiles, 
a professional (your government name) and a personal (select a 
name that is not related to your government name at all).

My favorite hang-out was: The Student Center

If  I could do it all over again (the years at SSU in the 
Department of Mass Communications), I would: 
I would have studied abroad. I got caught up in campus life (SGA, 
AKA) and didn’t want to leave for a semester for fear of missing 
something. Silly girl.   SSU offers a lot of free opportunities that 
you would not know of unless you frequent the Student Affairs 
Office. Make a point to stop by there every few weeks so that 
you can make the most of your time at the University by the Sea.

A L U M N I
SpotLight

Genese Cage
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What are your specific job responsibilities?
The marketing and communications design manager is the 
chief creative officer for the university and is responsible for 
planning, supervising, and implementing graphic design 
and web-related projects that adhere to the visual guidelines 
established for the university.   The marketing communications 
design manager is responsible for managing all technical 
aspects for producing publications, advertisements, website 
visuals, including photography.  In addition, I also provide 
art direction to freelance/contracted graphic designers, 
photographers and videographers; handle all aspects of 
campus photo shoots; oversee production of key video 
projects for    fundraising campaigns, admissions/recruitment; 
oversee and update as necessary the university’s visual identity 
manual; ensure publications and other collateral materials are 
within the prescribed visual identity standards; prepare print 
specifications to solicit printing quotes from vendors; keep 

Class of 2009
Marketing and Communications 
Design Manager 
Savannah State University

Dean Chambers

A L U M N I
SpotLight

abreast of and make recommendations on design-related 
software; provide counsel to various university departments 
and committees; and supervise the web developer in terms of 
visual content and  university-related You Tube content.

How did the education that you received in the Department 
of Mass Communications help you in your career? 
Every day I am faced with new challenges in my office. 
Currently I am part of a small team here at Savannah State, 
which consists of the president, key executive leadership, and 
the marketing and communications staff. We are undergoing 
a complete rebranding of the University, which we plan to 
unveil for next year’s 125th anniversary of the institution. 
Knowledge of how to write for the media, understanding 
how to build a campaign and market it to our community 
through mixed media is essential to the success of such a 
monumental milestone. These skills were all tested during 
my undergraduate years in the Mass Comm Department. 
Whether it was group projects, or putting on small-scale 
advertising campaigns, I learned how to fully research, assess, 
implement, and evaluate a project through the education I 
gained.

What was your fondest memory of the Department of Mass 
Communications? 
My fondest memories of the Mass Comm department are not 
from the time I spent as a student, but are from the times 
I came back as an alumnus. Being able to look back at the 
department and see all of the people who have helped me over 
the years, or seeing the improvements that have occurred that 
I was a part of,  is the greatest reward. Best of all is seeing our 
Mass Comm alums fulfilling their dreams, and going on to do 
amazing things. 

Your best advice for current SSU mass communications 
majors: DO NOT WAIT! Jump on opportunities, get into 
internships early, get involved, learn every program/platform 
you can, start a business.  Most students are lost their first 
couple of years of college. I guarantee that if you explore as 
many of your interests as possible you will find out which 
ones you like and will work for you. Once you know what 
your talent/skill is, then figure out a way to turn it into a 
business.  If all you love to do is get on social media, then at 
least get paid for it.

My favorite hang-out was:
Rewind to 2008, you would definitely see me in the back of 
the upstairs Mac lab putting in countless hours working on 
flyers, brochures, and/or layout for the Tigers Roar.

If I could do it all over again (the years at SSU in the 
Department of Mass Communications): 
I would have invested way more in my own business much 
earlier. 

A bonus for students: Always remember to build relationships 
with everyone you can. Most of these relationships will be your 
future business partners, employers, friends, and clients. Also, 
when the time comes, be prepared to take the opportunity in 
front of you; being unprepared is not acceptable. Not having 
a resume, portfolio, and professional picture could be the 
deciding factor in obtaining your dream job.         
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What are your specific job responsibilities?
In my current position I am responsible for getting all graphics on 
air during any live and taped programming.  I generate anything 
you can read on air, including names, locators, sports scores, maps, 
time stamps or even animations and backgrounds.  I’m the very last 
person to see these images before the viewers see them at home, 
so I have to check the spelling and grammar before quickly getting 
them on air. I also facilitate meetings with the some of the editorial 
show teams. 

How did the education that you received in the Department of 
Mass Communications help you in your career?  
What helped me was the focus I put on learning the technical side 
of mass comm.  We did several (class) productions and projects that 
really changed my view on what it means to be  on the technical side 
as opposed to the editorial side of the business.  I was really more 
comfortable with being behind the scenes, rather than writing the 
story.  All the hands-on productions we did in the studio played a 
big role in helping me strengthen my decision to become technical 
rather than editorial.

What was your fondest memory of the Department of Mass 
Communications?  
Believe it or not, my fondest memory was my speech writing class 
instructed by Dr. Robert Louis  Stephenson.  I was so shy, but not 
after that class.  What a fun time we had!

Your best advice for current SSU mass communications majors:  
My best advice would be to take advantage of the tools you have on 
campus; get experience by working  in campus studios and  at the 
radio station,  participating in plays and working on the staff of the 
campus newspaper.  Getting hands-on experience will look great 
on your resume. 
 
My favorite hang-out was:  
The student center was my favorite hang-out between classes 
because I lived off campus.  It was the only time I could really see 
my friends outside of class.

If  I could do it all over again (the years at SSU in the Department 
of Mass Communications), I would:  have been more involved 
with committees and clubs offered by mass comm.  You build 
relationships that last throughout your career and networking tools 
for the future.

Class of 1995
Senior Electronic Graphics Operator for CNN, 
HLN and CNN International News

Cathy Darden

A L U M N I
SpotLight
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Class of  1998
Senior Community Relations Specialist 
WellCare of Georgia.

What are your specific job responsibilities? 
I do community relations covering Southeast Georgia 
promoting the WellCare Medicaid Health Plan.  I work 
with various state and community organizations that 
provide social services to low-income families.  I promote 
the health plan through community collaborations, 
radio, and print ads.  

How did the education that you received in the 
Department of Mass Communications help you in 
your career?  
My education has led me to various careers in broadcast 
television, print media, and community relations.  My 
professors provided me with real world experiences and 
practices that I still use on a daily basis.  

What was your fondest memory of the Department of 
Mass Communications?  
My fondest memories were all the late study sessions 
with my classmates and being extremely nervous taking 
a Dr. Elmore exam for public relations practices.  

Your best advice for current SSU mass communications 
majors:  
Take advantage of every opportunity and be flexible with 
your skill set.

My favorite hang-out was:  
The computer lab with the old-school Mac computers.

If  I could do it all over again (the Years at SSU in the 
Department of Mass Communications), I would:  have 
taken advantage of more internship opportunities.

Additional comments:  
I thoroughly enjoyed my time in the Mass 
Communications Department and I wear my Tiger 
Pride proudly.

Anthony Fulton
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Class of  2003
Media Relations Manager
The Georgia Lottery

Kimberly Starks

Current job title & responsibilities:
As media relations manager for the Georgia Lottery 
Corporation, I assist in continually developing the 
media relations department, writing and distributing 
press releases statewide to heighten winner awareness. 
I respond to media inquiries and requests for interviews 
while working proactively to enhance the lottery’s image. 
Known for building positive relationships with the media, 
I communicate with them to pitch lottery-related stories, 
writing and editing content to secure placement across all 
mediums. I also actively support digital communications, 
leveraging relations with social media influencers. I am 
among the media’s main contact for them to receive news 
about the Georgia Lottery, its winners and multi-state 
jackpots.

Best career advice for (SSU) mass communication 
majors:
Make the most of your college years. Savannah State’s Mass 
Communications Program is really good for professional 
preparation and hands-on training. Tailor your course 
schedule to your interests, but also research your career to 
find out the market conditions for your desired profession. 
Network with industry professionals, and use social media 
in ways that will elevate your professional profile. Find an 
internship, and find a mentor who will be there to provide 
you with professional tips and job leads. The skills you will 
gain from all of this are invaluable, and you can take those 
skills with you anywhere. Put forth the effort, and just 
remember to never give up because you will find success. 

Don’t leave the Mass Communications Department 
without:
Having  a strong grasp of the English language, including 
grammar, style and syntax. Also have strong communication 
skills and be prepared to be in the public’s eye.

My favorite hangout was:
Anywhere there was comfort food and a good beverage.

If I could do it all over again, I would:
I would have learned a second language and learned more 
about audio/video production and graphic design.

My fondest memory of the Mass Communications 
Department:
Dr. Charles Elmore, Professors Novella Holmes and 
Reginald Franklin…Observing first hand their intellect 
and passing on their wisdom to me and my peers. Their 
words to me and their involvement in my life gave me 
strength.   Meeting Professor Wanda Lloyd…she has served 
as my long-time mentor and professional confidante. 
Also, Homecoming ‘02: I didn’t know that it would be my 
last as a student before taking an internship/job in another 
state.
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SSU Media High 
Students learn how to become 
multimedia journalists at digital 
magazine camp sponsored by 
the Dow Jones Newspaper Fund 
and the Department of Mass 
Communications

The  Department  of  Mass  Communications 
hosted  SSU Media High, a digital magazine and 
residential camp for high school students.  
Created by Wanda S. Lloyd, chair, Department 
of Mass Communications, SSU Media High 
is a career development and multimedia 
enhancement program for students between 
the ages of 13-18 years. Co-sponsored by the 
Dow Jones Newspaper Fund, the camp was 
held June 15-28, 2014.

 “Our goal is to provide social media, 
editorial and broadcasting skills using the most 
recent multimedia outlets, mobile apps, social 
media, blogs and websites to broaden the 
scope of multimedia and its role in journalism 
among high school students,”  Lloyd said.

   “The camp will give us the opportunity 
to help strengthen the media capacity in area 
schools and also build a pool of future mass 
communications majors,” she added.

 Classes were instructed by media 
professionals.  Tina A. Brown, who has 
conducted student  journalism workshops for 
the National Association of Black Journalists, 
was the director.  

The professional team included 
Johnny Crawford, a former staff photographer, 
Atlanta Journal Constitution; Mark Gail, a 
former photographer, The Washington Post; 
Nichele Hoskins, former senior editor, Health 
and Heart and Soul magazines; and Deidre 
Wilson, a former features and graphics editor, 
USA Today and Florida Today.

 SSU mass communications student 
staff assistants were Stasheia Durham, senior; 
Elijah Jones, junior; and Nicole Wiggins, 
junior.

 

SSU Media High students with members of WSAV-TV news team.

SSU Media High founder Wanda Lloyd teaches students AP Style.

Patrick Riley, 
multimedia 
journalist, 
speaks at closing 
ceromony and 
luncheon.
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Reuben Cannon intrigues guests at 
black Hollywood photo exhibit

Legendary Hollywood producer and casting 
director  Reuben Cannon made a guest appearance at  
the  reception and photo exhibit, “Black Hollywood/
The Middle Passage: Emerging From the Shadows 
of the Birth of a Nation,” featuring photographs 
and research by Lester Sloan, internationally known 
photographer and SSU visiting professor.  

The reception, one of the activities of  Savannah 
State University’s 63rd annual Southern Regional Press 
Institute,  was held on  Feb. 20 in the art gallery of the 
Social Sciences Building.  

Cannon moved about the room and approached 
each photo in the exhibit,  amazing the audience as 
he shared stories and anecdotes  about each pictured 
subject,  as well as the plight of black actors and actresses 
during the early years of Hollywood.  He personally 
knew  most of  the photographed subjects, and had cast 
many of them  in his films.  Cannon was in Savannah 

to deliver the keynote address at the  Milledge-Owens 
Awards Luncheon, the culminating event for the  63rd  
annual Southern Regional Press Institute. 

 
Sloan, a personal friend of Cannon’s, said the 

collection was first exhibited in 1990 in Berlin at the 
Amerika Haus,  an institution developed after  World 
War II to allow German citizens to learn more about 
American culture and politics.

Hollywood was of great interest to a lot of 
Germans and Afro-Germans, Sloan said. “They did 
not have knowledge of those people (black actors and 
actresses in the exhibit), and it was at a time when the 
Afro-German moverment was picking up. 

“It was a view for them of a part of America that 
they did not know about,” Sloan said.  “Later, I realized 
that many young Americans did not know about many 
of the people in the exhibit.

Reuben Cannon
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“For many of them, everything started with 

Denzel (Washington),” Sloan said. “The exhibit  was a 
way to give them a little of their history.”

Cannon became head of Warner Brothers’ 
television casting department, the first African-
American to hold that position, and has cast nearly 100 
television series, made-for-TV movies, as well as motion 
pictures.  Among those projects is “The Color Purple,” 
which earned 11 Oscar nominations and showcased 
the talents of artists who would become some of our 
industry’s most distinguished stars:  Danny Glover, 
Whoopi Goldberg and Oprah Winfrey made their 
feature film debuts, each earning Oscar nominations. 

In the summer of 2004, Cannon began 
collaborating with a brilliant young playwright and 

actor turned director, Tyler Perry.  Reuben Cannon 
Productions (RCP) formed a production alliance with 
Tyler Perry Studios (TPS) that would prove to be a 
powerful creative collaboration garnering both record-
breaking box office grosses and television ratings.  He 
served as executive producer for the comedy series 
Tyler Perry’s “House of Payne,” which debuted in 2008   
on TBS and is the highest rated comedy series in cable 
television history.

The 35-40 piece “Black Hollywood”  exhibit will be 
on display at the Beach Institute  African American 
Cultural Center, 502 East Harris Street,  during the 
month of August, 2014.  

Ken Irby, senior faculty, visual journalism and diversity and director of community relations, Poynter Institute, listens 
as Reuben Cannon talks about subjects in the exhibit. 



Department of Mass Communications hosts  Savannah State 
University’s 63rd annual Southern Regional Press Institute: 
“Social Media in a Global Society: Ethics, Urgency and Accuracy”

Department of Mass Communications alumnae 
(L-R) Serena Garcia, Margaret Williams, and Kimberly 
Starks teach students how to write compelling PR 
stories.

(L-R), Renee Marsh, aviation and government regulation correspondent, CNN, accepts the 
Louis R. Lautier Award for Career Achievement
from Wanda S. Lloyd, chair, Department of Mass Communications.

Reginald Franklin, associate professor and 
director of the 63rd annual SRPI, addresses 
award luncheon attendees.

An Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College student listens to speaker 
at the SRPI luncheon.

38 | The Mass Connection



Savannah State University’s  63rd annual Southern Regional Press Institute  was held Feb. 20-21, 2014 
on the campus.  The SRPI, sponsored by the Department of Mass Communications, is a two-day mass media 
conference  primarily for college and high school  students from the  Southeast.   A few workshops are also 
provided for middle and elementary school students who have media training at their schools.   In addition to 
acquiring professional skills, students receive workforce readiness training, career  counseling, and networking 
opportunities for jobs and internships.  More than 250 students from the Southeast attended.

Legendary Hollywood producer and casting director Reuben Cannon 
responds to questions from Lester Sloan during the Milledge-Owens 
Awards Luncheon. Cannon, the keynote speaker, was interviewed by Sloan 
in a non-traditional presentation. 

Dr. Cheryl D. Dozier, SSU president, greets SRPI 
participants at the awards luncheon.

Steve Buttry, digital 
transformation editor, Digital 
Media First, comments during 
panel discussion.

Students pay attention as a panel of broadcast professionals talk to 
them about career preparation and oppurtunities in the industry.



Students examine stereotyping, marginalization of women in 
Professor Sandra Earley’s women in the media course

Professor Sandra Earley, center with glasses, instructs students during the women in the media class.

Gold Diggers, Modern Jezebels, 
Baby Mamas, Uneducated Sisters, 
Ratchet Women, Angry Black 
Women, Mean Black Girls, 
Unhealthy Black Women and Black 
Barbies.

These negative  images of 
African American women in media, 
revealed in a 2013 study by Essence  
magazine, are among  some of  the  
insightful and controversial topics of 
discussion that  take place in Sandra 
Earley’s COMM. 2107 Women in the 
Media course.

Mass communications majors 
have the option of  enrolling in the 
course, which was offered for the 
first time fall semester 2013,  or  in 
the African Americans in the media 
course, to earn 3-semester hours 
credit. The initial women in media 
course enrolled 10 or 12 students, 
but by spring 2014,  the popularity 
of the course increased, and 23 
students enrolled.

“I’ve always been a feminist, but 
the juices had cooled in recent years,” 
Earley said. “The idea of teaching a 
women in the media course made 

my feminism boil again.  I lobbied 
hard to teach the course.”

A veteran journalist and 
educator, Earley brings to the course 
years of media experience, including 
having worked as a reporter for the 
Miami Herald, feature editor for the 
Bloomberg News, and managing 
editor for Corporate Report 
Magazine.  She graduated from  
the Medill School of Journalism, 
Northwestern University, and taught 
journalism at  American University 
in Bulgaria prior to joining the 
department  fall semester 2011.

Earley said  the course also 
captured the imagination of Wanda 
S. Lloyd, the new department chair, 
who jumped right in and helped 
by attending class and joining 
discussions whenever possible.

She (Lloyd) also taught a class 
on women in print journalism, 
based on her long experience as a 
newspaper editor, especially her 
final job as executive editor of the 
Montgomery Advertiser, Earley 
said. Dr. Juliana Trammel, Professor 
Kai Walker and Earley worked 

together as a committee to design the 
course, which also helps to develop  
students’ critical thinking skills.

Pointing out that women in the 
U.S. still earn 77 cents for every 
dollar a man earns, Earley said gender 
in the media needs examination 
fully as much as racial or ethnic 
minorities for an understanding of 
how culture and media work.

“Whether we like it or not, 
money—not to mention images, 
stereotypes in the media—says 
females don’t count for as much as 
males in society,” she said.

Students are required  to research 
topics and present their finding to 
the class.  The image of women 
in video games, film, television, 
commercials and  other forms of 
media are covered.

Earley said the greatest 
compliment her students could offer 
her would be to watch a movie, 
video game, or  view other forms of 
media,  and  analyze the treatment of 
women with a skeptical eye.



2013-2014 Wrap Up

They Came, They Inpired, They Mentored.
The 2013-2014 academic year was a busy year for the department--mass 
communications students were mentored by professionals who presented career 
development workshops and lectures. Here are a few of the highlights. 

Bobbi Bowman, known as the “Resume Doctor,”  held a 
resume writing workshop on February 19, 2014. Bowman 
has worked as diveresity director for the Amercian Society 
of News Editors, managing editor at the Utica Observer 
Dispatch and as asstistat city editor at The Washington 
Post.

The doctors made 
house calls

Dr. Tonea Stewart, noted television, stage and film actress, presented a lecture 
to students on Feb. 7, 2014, in the John F. Kennedy Fine Arts Buidling. Stewart, 
best known for her role as Aunt Etta on the television series, “In the Heat of the 
Night,” gave students advice on graduate school preparation, auditions, and what 
it takes to be successful in the performing arts. The Gabriel Award winner also 
starred in “A Time to Kill,” “Mississsippi Burning,” 
“The Rosa Parks Story,” and in Lifetime TV movies. 
Dr. Stewart is the dean of the College of Theatre
 and Visual Arts at Alabama State University. 

Tonea Stewart brought the “Heat”

Dr. Sybil Bennett, 
nicknamed “Dr. Syb”  by 
her students, a national 
tester for Google Glass, 
demonstrated innovative 
electronic glasses on 
Oct. 14, 2013 in the John 
F. Kennedy Fine Arts 
Building. Bennett, an 
award-winning professor 
and journalist in the 
Department of Media 
Studies at the Belmont 
University, also presented 
a lecture in the Asa H. 
Gordon Library on her 
book, “Innovate: Lessons 
from the Underground 
Railroad.”

Tonea Stewart

Dr. Sybil Bennett

Bobbi Bowman
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Award winning journalist Angela Robinson went 
one-on-one with students 
Angela Robinson, president and CEO of Angela Robinson Communications Media, 
LLC, located in Atlanta, is a former Washington reporter, talk show host and anchor 
(WTTG-TV/FOX). On April 9-11, 2014, Robinson, who also anchored the news 
for WXIA-TV/NBC (Atlanta), held one-on-one and small group sessions for mass 
commucations students in the WSSU-TV, Channel 96 Studio. She currently hosts and 
serves as executive producer for “IN CONTACT,” a news and public 
affairs show produced by the Atlanta Association of Black Journalists. 
The show airs on WPBA-TV, Atlanta’s public broadcasting station.

NABJ national president Bob Butler held a 
career prep workshop

Bob Butler, president of the National 
Association of Black Journalists, held 

a career prep workshop for mass 
communications students in the 

WSSU-TV, Channel 96 Studio. Butler,   
2013-2015 NABJ president, is an award-

winning multimedia reporter at KCBS 
Radio in San Francisco, CA. He has 

been a contributing columnist for the 
Maynard Institute and a partner of The 

Chauncey Bailey Project.

2013-2014 Wrap Up

They Came, 
They Inpired, 

They Mentored.

Integrated marketing strategist Tatia 
Adams Fox taught students what it 
means to be “Bossed Up”

Tatia Adams Fox, senior vice-president of marketing, Warner 
Music Group.ADA, presented a workshop titled, Bossed Up: 
Brains. Beauty. Business,” on Feb. 19, 2014 in the John F. Kennedy 
Fine Arts Building. In what was promoted as a “female only” event, 
Fox shared secrets on how to succeed in the male dominated music 
industry. Fox, the principal consultant for Boopa! Marketing, has 
also worked as vice president of marketing for Universal Motown. 
She and her sister, Traci Adams, vice president, Urban Promotions, 
Epic Records, are two of the highest ranking female executives 
in the music industry. Both are alumni of SSU’s Department of 
Mass Communications. The session was organized and promoted 
by Brashaun Knaff, a mass communications senior who is being 
mentored by Adams.

Bob Butler

Traci Adams Tatia Adams Fox

Angela Robinson



2014 Spring/Summer | 43

Dr. Karen Brown Dunlap, president emerita, the 
Poynter Institute, visited the department in March 
and presented several lectures to students.  Topics 
included “Critical Thinking in an Age of Journalism 
Changes,” and “Excellence in Writing.”  On the 
evening of March 25, Dunlap also 
lectured to local news professionals and executives, 
faculty and students on ‘The Future of News 
Audiences.”  The lecture was held at the Jewish 
Educational Alliance.  The Poynter Institute, 
according to poynter.com, teaches “those who 
manage, edit, produce, program, report, write, blog, 
photograph and design, whether they belong to news 
organizations or work as independent entrepreneurs.”  
In addition, they also instruct teachers and  students, 
and help members of the public better  understand 
journalism. Poynter is located in St. Petersburg, FL.

Dr. Karen Dunlap

Karen Brown 
Dunlap, president 
emerita, Poynter 
Institute, talked 
to students about 
“Critical Thinking 
in an Age of 
Journalism”

The legendary Rev. Matthew 
Southall Brown, the 90-year-
old pastor emeritus of  St. John 
Baptist Church, nicknamed 
“The Mighty Fortress,” spoke to Professor Kai Walker’s 
audio production class in October.   A walking history 
book, Pastor Brown, a graduate of Georgia State 
Industrial College (now SSU), said  his uncle attended 
SSU when Richard R. Wright, Sr., the university’s 
founder, was the president.  Brown served as pastor of 
St. John for 35 years prior to retiring in 2005.  He has  
hosted a daily radio show since 1991 on Clear Channel 
Radio, WSOK 1230 AM.   His “Daily Meditations”  
airs at 6:30 a.m.  during the “Joy in the Morning” 
show.  He is the author of “The Best of Pastor Matthew 
Southall Brown, Sr.’s 6:30 a.m. Meditative Thoughts,”  
a book  based on his radio show, which has become a 
broadcast staple in Savannah  for more than 20 years. 

The Rev. Matthew 
Southall Brown 
wowed students 
with  history and 
talked about his 
longstanding radio 
show

Dr. Charles J. Elmore, professor emeritus,  Savannah 
State University, presented a lecture to  Professor 
Phelps Hawkins’ colloquium class in August 2013 
on the history of SSU, the life of Richard R. Wright, 
Sr., and the legacy Wright left for current students 
to embody.  Elmore is the author of  Richard R. 
Wright, Sr., at GSIC, 1891-1921 – A Protean Force 
for the Social Uplift and Higher Education of Black 
Americans, (1996).   A nationally noted authority on 
the history of blacks in Savannah, jazz and the African-
American oral tradition, Elmore is a former chair of 
the Department of Mass Communications.  He is the 
author of several historical monographs and books, 
and has written more than 50 articles in refereed and 
non-refereed journals, including the Georgia Historical 
Quarterly, Journal of Higher Education and the New 
Georgia Encyclopedia (online edition). His work has 
also been cited in The Washington Post, Savannah 
Morning News, and the Atlanta Journal Constitution. 

Charles J. Elmore lectured colloquium 
students on the history of SSU and its founder, 
Richard R. Wright, Sr.

2013-2014 Wrap Up

They Came, 
They Inpired, 

They Mentored.

Dr. Charles J. Elmore

Rev. Matthew Southall Brown
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